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What problem does RDA address?
Data drives innovation;   data sharing accelerates 
innovation

Infrastructure needed to support data-driven 
research and innovation

◦ Data is not an asset if you don’t 
know what it means.

◦ Data is not useful if you can’t find it.

◦ Data needs to be in the right form 
for analysis.

◦ Data needs to be preserved for results 
to be reproducible.
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RDA Mission and Vision

Vision

Researchers and innovators openly 
share data across technologies, 
disciplines, and countries to address 
the grand challenges of society. 

Mission

RDA builds the social and technical 
bridges that enable open sharing of 
data.
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RDA Infrastructure 
Recommendations make data 

work

rd-alliance.org/recommendations-outputs

✓Adopted code, policy, specifications, standards, or practices
that enable data sharing

✓“Harvestable” efforts for which 12-18 months of work can
eliminate a roadblock

✓Efforts that have substantive applicability

✓Efforts that can start today
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“Create - Adopt - Use” -- RDA Infrastructure products focus 
on impact:



RDA Working Groups
Working Group Outputs Impact Adopters

Dynamic Data Citation 

Working Group

(data consumer, social 

solution)

Dynamic-data citation 

methodology that supports 

efficient processing of data 

and linking from publications

Researchers can reference 

precise subsets of changing 

data

NERC, ESIP, CLARIN, 

Virtual Atomic and 

Molecular Data Centre, 

VMC, WHOI

Data Type Registries 

Working Group

(data provider, technical 

solution)

Data type model and 

prototype registry

Provides machine-readable 

and researcher-accessible 

registries of data types that 

support the accurate use of 

data

CNRI, International DOI 

Foundation, Materials 

Genome Initiative, Deep 

Carbon Observatory, 

EUDAT

Wheat Data 

Interoperability Working 

Group

(data consumer, technical 

solution)

Common framework for 

Wheat Data Terminology to 

enable interoperability 

between distinct data 

collections

Semantically linked terms 

describing wheat data so 

researchers can share 

harvest and related 

information between data 

sets and communities

Wheat Initiative 

Information System, FAO 

AIMS, INRA
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Any RDA member can start 
or join any group

Many ways for RDA members to come together

Working Groups (WG) – 12-18 month efforts to build, 
adopt, and use specific pieces of infrastructure 

Interest Groups (IG) – longer-lived discussion forums that 
spawn Working Groups as specific pieces of needed 
infrastructure are identified.

Birds-of-a-feather (BOF) – groups that leverage the RDA 
environment to create synergy and community around 
emerging topics

Co-located meetings – Advancing groups in the data 
community through synergistic interaction with RDA
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RDA membership is broad and diverse
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Sustained growth

rd-alliance.org/about-rda
CC BY-SA 4.0

Total RDA community members 5825

128 Countries



RDA Plenaries: A great way to get 
to know the community
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RDA and RDA/US eager for greater 
engagement with Canada

Many potential opportunities including

• Regional collaboration efforts

• RDA as a supporter / catalyst for 
regional efforts in Canada 
(RDA/Canada!)

• Joint programs: Student training, 
networking and exchange efforts

• Adoption and use of RDA 
Recommendations

• Involvement at the leadership level on 
RDA’s Technical Advisory Board, 
Organizational Advisory Board, Council, 
Secretariat
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What are Plenary Meetings?

• Organised around the world every 6 months

• exciting & productive events bringing together a 
unique community of data science professionals, 
from multiple disciplines and domains; 

• help move the community forward in creating 
tangible deliverables that improve data sharing across 
disciplines, technologies, and countries;

• heart of the plenaries are working meetings of RDA 
Working & Interest groups and new potential groups 
through Birds of a Feather meetings

• presentation of new Outputs and Adoption cases
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RDA Plenary Meetings: benefits of attending 

Exchange knowledge, share discoveries, 
discuss barriers and potential solutions 

Expand your network and meet new 
committed and passionate data science 
professionals, working in multiple disciplines

Contribute to acceleration of data 
infrastructure development

Learn about new trends, strategies, research 
developments, directions and policies
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rd-alliance.org/plenaries/rda-ninth-plenary-meeting-barcelona
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620 participants from 45 countries 

73 Breakout meetings
- 15 Working Groups
- 32 Interest Groups
- 13 Joint Working & Interest Groups
- 13 Birds of a Feather
- 3 Outputs presented
- 54 Posters
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▪RDA deliverables presented:
▪RDA/CODATA Summer Schools in Data Science and Cloud Computing in the Developing World WG
▪Brokering Governance WG
▪Metadata Standards Catalog WG Recommendations
▪Biosharing Registry WG Recommendations
▪Scholix Franmework

▪ + 6 Adoption cases

▪69 Breakout session meetings: 
▪12 BoF Meetings
▪31 Interest group meetings
▪10 Working group meetings
▪16 Joint group meetings
▪69 Breakout sessions

▪ Newcomers Session, 2 RDA organisational members meeting, TAB and Chairs session
▪RDA/EU sponsored 8 European Early Career Researchers and Scientists & RDA/US sponsored 8 Fellowship
▪42 posters on display

549 participants from 33 countries

rd-alliance.org/plenaries/rda-eighth-plenary-meeting-denver-co
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rd-alliance.org/plenaries/rda-tenth-plenary-meeting-
montreal-canada
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Register now: 
https://www.rd-alliance.org/rda-10th-plenary-registration
Early Bird registration ends August 14, 2017 midnight EDT

https://www.rd-alliance.org/plenaries/rda-tenth-plenary-meeting-montréal-canada

Call for Poster Session https://www.rd-alliance.org/rda-10th-plenary-poster-session - ends 25 July midnight 
UTC

Joining our sponsorship program  https://www.rd-alliance.org/rda-10th-plenary-sponsorship-opportunities

https://www.rd-alliance.org/rda-10th-plenary-registration
https://www.rd-alliance.org/plenaries/rda-tenth-plenary-meeting-montr%C3%A9al-canada
https://www.rd-alliance.org/rda-10th-plenary-poster-session
https://www.rd-alliance.org/rda-10th-plenary-sponsorship-opportunities


P10 Session Sneak Peek
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RDA and You
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What RDA offers

◦ Almost 6000 experts working on common data issues

◦ 23 international Working Groups – Examples incl. metadata standards registry, 

citation, persistent identifiers, privacy implications of data

◦ A neutral venue for resolving cross-boundary challenges

◦ Administrative and support services for achieving consensus, adoption, 

and implementation

What we ask from you

◦ Support RDA Principles – Openness, Consensus, Harmonization, etc. 

◦ Contribute your expertise and experience to RDA outcomes

◦ Adopt RDA Recommendation



Benefits of RDA Membership
For individuals (free)

◦ Get access to an extraordinary 
network of colleagues, 
collaborators and stakeholders 
who can help make your work 
more successful

◦ Contribute to the acceleration 
of global data infrastructure 

◦ Grow opportunities for 
leadership and competitiveness 
within the broader data 
community

For organizations (nominal fee)

◦ Participation in RDA 
Organizational Assembly and 
focused access to other 
organizations, RDA groups,         
and members

◦ Opportunities for leadership and 
impact through adoption of RDA 
Recommendations and 
infrastructure
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Organisational & Affiliate Members

rd-alliance.org/get-involved/organisational-membership
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43 Organisational 

Members

8 Affiliate 

Members 
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Questions 
and 

Answers

RDA Global

Email - enquiries@rd-alliance.org

Web - www.rd-alliance.org

Twitter - @resdatall

LinkedIn - www.linkedin.com/in/ResearchDataAlliance

Slideshare -
www.slideshare.net/ResearchDataAlliance

Research Data Canada

Mark Leggott, Executive Director

Email – mark.leggott@rdc-drc.ca

Web - www.rdc-drc.ca/ 

RDA/US

Fran Berman, Chair – bermaf@rpi.edu

Yolanda Meleco, Project Director – melecy@rpi.edu

Lynn Yarmey, Community Dev. – yarmel@rpi.edu

Web - us.rd-alliance.org

mailto:melecy@rpi.edu

